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JAQUET DROZ - The Bird Repeater
Born in 1721, Pierre Jaquet-Droz, the founder of the Workshop that was soon to bear his name, was
above all a child of the Swiss Jura. In these valleys that are still today the cradle of Swiss
watchmaking excellence, there is a sense of life in communion with the natural surroundings. The
sound of birdsong accompanies the cycle of the seasons.
THE BIRDS OF JAQUET DROZ, A DREAM IN MANY DIMENSIONS
Born in 1721, Pierre Jaquet-Droz, the founder of the Workshop that was soon to bear his name, was above all a child of the Swiss Jura. In these
valleys that are still today the cradle of Swiss watchmaking excellence, there is a sense of life in communion with the natural surroundings. The
sound of birdsong accompanies the cycle of the seasons. And the songs of these creatures, a source of fascination during the Enlightenment for
naturalist and fashionable aesthete alike, must have sounded sweetly to the young prodigy during his summers beside the waterfall of the Saut
du Doubs.
Beautiful, free and fascinating, birds captivated the age, and from the beginning of his career, the young watchmaker was to make this trend his
own. For while Pierre Jaquet-Droz made his mark as a virtuoso of horological engineering, he was also an audacious businessman as well as an
aesthete, in tune with the tastes of his time. At a time when the Encyclopédie was being compiled, the sciences were winning their spurs and the
foundations of the industrial revolution were taking shape, Pierre Jaquet-Droz was taking on a veritable challenge: imitating life. His automata –
the Musician, the Writer, the Draughtsman, and others, now exhibited at the Neuchâtel museum of art and history – would go on to astonish the
many crowned heads of the time.
But Nature is equally honored in this singular vision, where birds are particularly well represented. Like a scientist dissecting his subject of
study to achieve perfect understanding of its secrets, Pierre Jaquet-Droz and his successors made a reputation with their series of long-case
clocks. Very quickly abreast of the latest innovations in miniaturization, they soon began to create breathtaking singing watches. At first
incorporated in real birdcages, these creations benefited from developments in miniature clock-making, and were soon transformed into pocket
watches and table clocks of proportions as small as they were refined. True stars of their period, the "birds" at the famous farm of Sur le Pont at
La Chaux-de-Fonds are treasures, not only of mechanics, but also of the decorative arts of the period. Enamels reproducing the finest nuances of
plumage; gold, pearls, precious stones – nothing was too good for these exceptional timepieces, which won Jaquet-Droz the international renown
that persists to this day.
THE BIRD REPEATER
For many years, whether on the canvas where the painter brings his work into being or the dial where the sculptor applies his relief decoration,
the brand's workshops have paid homage to birds and brought them to life.
Today, Jaquet Droz adds a new dimension to mankind's age-old dream of flying and pushes back the boundaries of Haute Horlogerie with The
Bird Repeater. This exceptional timepiece, conceived by the craftsmen of the House, blends the history, know-how and imaginative power of
Jaquet Droz in a way as precious as it is original.
In a stunning visual show, The Bird Repeater represents two Blue Tits, symbolic of Pierre Jaquet-Droz’s native Jura region, together over the
nest containing their fledglings. In another nod to the origins of the Manufacture, the Saut du Doubs waterfall also figures on the dial of this new
horological treasure. Fully animated by a mechanism of unequalled complexity, this three-dimensional picture truly comes to life. While one of
the birds bobs to give a beakful of food to its offspring, the wings of its companion spread to reveal their delicate shades of color. An egg in the
middle of the nest opens to reveal a chick, while the water of the stream flows in a continuous cascade.
The Bird Repeater is an authentic automaton, with a cam system inherited directly from the century of Enlightenment, and it calls upon the
resources of all the decorative crafts. Jaquet Droz engravers and painters have worked together to produce the yellow, blue, white and deep
black of the birds' plumage, the perfectly balanced volumes and the finely detailed wisps of grass forming the nest. To achieve the realism of this
scene no less than eight different animation mechanisms act in synchronism: the movement of the birds' heads and wings, the movement of the
fledglings, the hatching of the egg, the sparkle of the flowing water.
True to the brand's extremely exacting philosophy, Jaquet Droz has given The Bird Repeater one of haute horlogerie's most virtuoso
complications: Minute Repetition. Simply pressing the pushbutton makes the watch strike the hours, quarters and minutes and sets the
wonderful animated sequences in motion. The resonance and mellow tone of its cathedral gong, generated by two turns around the mechanism,
are equaled only by the complexity of the system of chimes incorporated in the gold case, 47 mm in diameter and only 18.4 mm thick.
The Bird Repeater, made up of 508 separate components, has a 48-hour power reserve, and is available in two versions, one in grey gold set with
diamonds and the other in red gold, each one in a limited edition of just 8 pieces. The outcome of two years of development, this new, dazzling
masterpiece is the latest illustration, and doubtless the most extreme example of the uniqueness of the Jaquet Droz spirit: giving life, like no
other, to the poetry of Time.
The Bird Repeater is already on view today, but the Manufacture is in the process of completing a piece that will be the crowning glory of its
historic link with the world of birds when it is presented at Baselworld 2013. At La Chaux-de-Fonds, like the song of the blue tits and the music
of the Saut du Doubs waterfall, the enchantment of Time will not soon fade away.
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Movement: Jaquet Droz RMA88, minute repeater hand-winding mechanical movement, single barrel
Indications: Off-centered hours and minutes
Jewelling: 69 jewels
Power reserve: 48 hours
Frequency: 18,000 v.p.h
Case: 18-carat red gold, diameter Ø 47 mm
Individual limited serial number engraved on the case-back
Dial: Hand engraved and painted mother-of-pearl, black onyx center. Hand engraved and painted birds
Hands: 18-carat red gold
Strap: Rolled-edge hand made black alligator leather strap
Buckle: 18-carat red gold folding clasp
Numerus Clausus of 8
Reference J031033200
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